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Ayatoliah Khamenel, the Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran (On June 5,2024)
"What we are witnessing before our eyes is that the issue of Palestine has
become the first issue in the world; this is very important.

For many years, the official media affiliated with the United States and wealthy
Zionist centers have sought to gradually diminish the name of Palestine and
the Palestinian issue, and slowly make it forgotten so that people would
forget that there was something called 'Palestine’! For years, they have tried
and spent money for this purpose; today, despite their efforts, the issue of

Palestine is the first issue in the world.”
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Inthe nameof God, the Most Gracions, the Most Merciful.

“Thosewhoare foughtagainstare permitted [tofight| because they have been wronged, and Allah isindeed able to help them”

PraisebetoGod, and peace and blessings upon the chosen one, the Messenger of God, and upon his family, and eternal curse upon the enemies of God, the
oppressors, thearrogant, the tyrants, and particularly uponthose who killchildren and innecent people.

The story of Palestine is a aneedote of a century of sccupation and erime, and a story of a century of conspiracy against a nation with a history spanning
thousands ofyearsina land that holdsthe first QiblaofIslamand thesite ol the Prophet s ascension. Itis alko astoryofacentury of resistance by apeople
with bare hands against the war machine of one of the most eriminal societies in the history of humanity and an illegitimate regime—a fabricated
government, aruthless and conscienceless terrorist gang known asthe Zionistoccupiersofthe Islamic land of Palestine.

Atatimewhen narrativesofthisstory, duetothe dominanceof Zionist media, are falsely told and depicted, reversing the roles ofoppressorand appressed,
and whensatanicmediapoisons and darkens publicopinion, imprisoning minds to see developmentsin Palestineonly throughalens favorableto the Zionist
agenda.

liseems necessary touseevery possiblevoice. The language ofart, in particular,can bothsupport Palestiniansand help public opinion freeitselffrom the
prisenof Zivnist media, revealing thetruth and disgrace the brutal, bloodthirsty regime that Kills children without merey.

Art,especially caricature, holds aunigue powertocaptureand conveythe realitiesof Palestine through acreativelens, Inthe moments when thesulTering
Palestinian community endures the harshest bombings from the Zionist regime, caricaturecanembody the artof resistance” and the “artofstanding for
freedom” by draw itartistic. Throughexpressiveimagery, it becomes alanguageof art thatimmortalizes the courage of Palestinians, theirsaerificeand
“theartof marty rdom in the path of defending theirhomeland,” Thebook Js narratorof IR artistic worksof 48 renow ned caricaturists from
3l various countries, which has beenselected from among 700 works by 65 artists from 42 countries (Y ear Zero Exhibition works).isindeced a blessed
endeavorin support ofthe resistance of a nation under occupation. This courageous people face genocidal threats under a shared plot
led by Zionism and Western colonialism, yet they remain resilient. Undoubtedly, supporting Palestine and opposing Israel is a divine,
maoral. and humanitarianduty forall freeindividuals. Artistsacrossalldomainsarenrged toembracethisdivine, humanitarian, and ethical
mission, Itis hoped that, God willing, the peopleof Palestine willsoon beableto freely determine theirdestiny inaliberated Palestine through
acomprehensive referendum, and that the world willcelebrate a future free ol Zionism.

Webelieve that the blood ol the oppressed willnot bespilled in vain, Oppressors and tyrantsshall find no comfert, asa fate of dark days, shame, disgrace,
andexileawaitsthem. Resistant fighters, Muslims, andall people around the world must know that victory oftruth and ofbleod over thesword is certain.
“And those who have wronged are going to know tow hat | Kind of] return they will be returned.” Vietory is from CGod, and trivmph is near. Peace upon the
righteous servantsoflaed.
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The new world order, as defined by Western countries and the United States, and it is induced to the whole of
the world has lost its meaning and essence in light of the events that have transpired in Gaza over the past year.
The images of the massacre and genocide of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, along with reports and statistics re-
vealing the bloodshed of tens of thousands of defenseless citizens, have further exposed the face of the
child-killing Israeli regime. This has challenged the false claims and deceptive postures of those who claim to
advocate for human rights. The negligence and inaction of international organizations and the countries under
the influence of the United States and the West, a side and the news blackout of official media affiliated with
global imperialism, and downplay the crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza, have continued. At the moment,
these politics caused, the world can't take a decisive stand against this unprecedented massacre and they can't
put an end to these outrageous crimes. In the midst of this, once again, free-thinking artists have displayed
their human, social, and ethical responsibility toward this painful catastrophe. Through the powerful medium
of art, they have created critical works condemning the savage assault and killings perpetrated by the mer-
cenaries of the occupying regime. They have denounced this genocide and its perpetrators and instigators.
With heartfelt faith and assurance in the divine promise, we remain hopeful for the triumph of truth over
falsehood very soon. Insha'Allah.
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A year passed, and international forums claiming to advocate for peace and human rights have only expressed
concern without being able to rein in this rabid dog. The genocide by Israel in Gaza is one of the most heinous
chapters that contemporary history has witnessed. Repeated attacks and widespread bombings have not only
claimed the lives of thousands of innocent people but have also rendered many children homeless and orphaned
in the region. Statistics show that over this past year, more than 41.000 people in Gaza, including 15.000
women and children, have lost their lives, more than 96000 people injured and thousands have been forced to
flee their homes. In this war, despite the severe influence of global media magnates, whose interests align with
those of the Zionist regime of Israel, we are witnessing the reflection of realities and the sentiments of people
around the world amidst numerous censorships of these crimes. Cartoon and caricature, as powerful tools and
an international language, often under censorship, have become a means to express truth and critique humanity's
atrocities, reflecting this pain and suffering. On the anniversary of these atrocities, alms to reflect
the voices of those who have felt the harsh realities amid brutality and injustice, focusing on cartoons and
caricatures related to this year-long crime. These pages contain 190 works, the result of the efforts of 48
artists from 31 countries.which has been selected from among 700 works by 65 artists from 42 countries
{Year Zero Exhibition works). will serve to commemorate the memories of the innecent and highlight
the perspectives of artists who use their art to expose the oppression and injustices of the Zionists.
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Naji al-Ali was born in 1937 in the village of "al-5hajara,” located between the cities of Tiberlas and
Nazareth (in Palestine). In 1948, along with his family, he was displaced from his village and took
refuge in the "Ain al-Hilweh” camp in southern Lebanon. At the age of 10, he was again driven away,
after which he never found peace in a stable place. Upon settling in Ain al-Hilweh, he was arrested
and imprisoned due to accusations of anti-Israeli activities. While in prison, he spent all his time
painting on the walls. The pen, colors, and themes of Nafi al-All's drawings are derived from the
blood of Palestinian martyrs and the Islamic ummah, as well as the injustice done to Muslims
oppressed. The most famous character he created is "Hanzala,” who made his debut in 1973,
depicted with his back turned to the viewer and his hands bound behind him. Hanzala, a
10-year-old Palestinian boy, became al-Ali's abiding signature in all his works. Hanzala
is, in fact, a visual symbol of the Palestinian people and their identity. His bare feet and
tattered, patched clothes represent the poverty and suffering of his nation. Hanzala
embodies the early years of Naji's own displacement. The age of 10 was a pivotal time
when al-Ali was forced to leave his homeland, and his being stuck at this age signifies
that he can only grow in his own land. Hanzala is a honest witness to history, unafraid to
speak the truth. He is a powerful warrior who continues to strive for the liberation of his
occupled homeland. Al-Ali once remarked about Hanzala: "This creature (Hanzala) that |
have created will certainly not end with my death. Perhaps | am not exaggerating if | say that
through him, | will continue my path even after 1 am gone.” Throughout his revolutionary career,
al-Ali managed to publish over 40,000 cartoons. These cartoons, after 4 decades still hold a strong
and influential presence on the minds of Arab public opinion, especially among intellectuals.

Naji al-Ali was born in 1937 in the village of "al-Shajara,” located between the cities of Tiberias and
Nazareth (in Palestine). Naji al- Ali was a satirist and militant Palestinian cartoonist. He was one of
the most prominent and well -known cartoonists in the Middle East and the Arab world. On August
29,1987, he was shot in one of the streets of London and was assassinated at the age of 50. May his
soul rest in peace, and may his path continue to Inspire.
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The Names of Artistsinthe Book

Shahid Atiqullah

Endri Beqo

A.Amir Ebrahim Alhaiky
Ali Albazzaz

Ali Khalil

Nawaf almulla

Amorim
Gilmar
Thiago Lucas

Fan Lintao

Jorge Sianchez Armas (JORGE)
Jose A. Rodriguez Avila

Ahmed Geassa

Ahmed Mansour
Mohammad Abdel Latif
Rasha Mahdi

Sherif Arafa

Latrache Yassin

Jitet Kustana

Ali Atib
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Lele Corvi

Ahmad Rahma
Emad Hajjaj
Mahmoud Rifai
Mohammed Afefa
Morad kotkot
osama Hajjaj
Rafat Alkhatib

Agim Krasniqi

Redwan Alferekh

Alajili Elabidi

Antonio Rodriguez

Darko Drljevic

Derkaoui Abdellah

Izabela Kowalska-Wieczorek

Vasco Gargalo

Mohammad Sabaaneh

Ameen Alhabarah

Miro Stefanovic

Elrayah Ombaddi

Hajo Saad
Mahmoud Abbas

Khalid Cherradi

Mohammad Al Ali

Simon Regis

Tawfiq Omrane

Mikail Cifeci

Kamal Sharaf



